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mitted to go into a decline which seems to threaten its usefulness 
as an organization through which the traditions of another day 
might be kept alive and a roster of the 'old timers' preserved. 
Each generation, of course, has its 'old settlers' and should be 
glad to hand on the traditions and the recollections of the fathers 
to the succeeding generation that there may be kept alive some- 
thing of the spirit that animated the pioneers when, behind their 
plodding ox-teams, they made the long and toilsome journey 
across the prairie in order to make habitable a wilderness and 
create a new empire in one of the fairest regions the sun ever 
shone on." 

Franklin F. Holbrook 

Old Fort Snelling {Iowa and War, no. 1). By Marcus L„ 
Hansen. Iowa City, State Historical Society of Iowa, July r 
1917. 31 p.) 

The fact that the part of Minnesota west of the Mississippi 
River was included in Iowa Territory from 1838 to 1846 fur- 
nishes the excuse, if such be needed, for the publication of an 
historical sketch of Minnesota's most famous fort as the opening 
number of a series of pamphlets instituted by the State Historical 
Society of Iowa. It should be noted, however, that Fort Snelling 
has been a part of Minnesota ever since the territory was 
organized, although the contrary might be inferred from the 
editor's statement that "not until 1849 was it included within 
Minnesota boundaries." 

In accordance with the plan of the series the sketch is dis- 
tinctly popular in character. It opens with an account of Pike's 
negotiations for the purchase of the site, but makes no mention 
of Long's expedition of 1817 which finally determined the loca- 
tion of the post at the mouth of the Minnesota River. The 
coming of the troops under Colonel Leavenworth and the con- 
struction of the fort are then recounted, followed by some- 
references to Mendota and the fur trade and to distinguished 
visitors. The bulk of the pamphlet, however, is devoted to 
dramatic incidents in connection with Indian relations and to 
picturesque aspects of the life of the soldiers in the early days. 
The sale of the reservation and its recovery by the United States,. 
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the part which the fort played in the Civil and Indian wars, and 
its later history receive only incidental mention. The last four 
pages of the pamphlet contain notes dealing largely with addi- 
tional incidents and phases of the subject, which it would seem 
might better have been incorporated in the text. 

No references to authorities are given, but the author appears 
to have relied to a considerable extent upon secondary and 
reminiscent accounts instead of consulting the documentary 
sources, with the result that a number of errors have crept in. 
This is particularly true of the account of Pike's negotiations 
with the Sioux Indians. The customary salutation of a shower 
of bullets was not occasioned by the arrival of the keel-boat but 
took place somewhat later, when the Indians came to make ar- 
rangements for the council (p. 2). The tract purchased was not 
"nine miles square," but stretched "from below the confluence of 
the Mississippi and St. Peters [the Minnesota], up the Missis- 
sippi, to include the Falls of St. Anthony, extending nine miles 
on each side of the river" (p. 3). Another tract "nine miles 
square at the mouth of the St. Croix" was included in the cession. 
The "presents valued at two hundred dollars and sixty gallons of 
liquor" were not designed as payment for the reservations but 
merely to facilitate the negotiations (p. 3). The treaty provided : 
"That, in consideration of the above grants, the United States 
shall pay [blank]," and the blank was filled in at two thousand 
dollars when the treaty was ratified by the United States Senate. 
The actual payment was made by the distribution of goods by 
Major Forsyth in 1819. It is only by a stretch of the imagina- 
tion that the Sibley House can be called "the first capitol of 
Minnesota" (p. 10). 

In spite of these errors the sketch presents an accurate and 
entertaining picture of "Old Fort Snelling," of special interest at 
the present time when the fort is again playing a prominent part 
in the history of the Northwest and of the nation. 

S. J. B. 



